
Dear parents, carers and students, 

I know that you will be keeping a watchful eye on the media for updates in relation to the way in 
which students are to be awarded grades this summer and that the uncertainty is causing anxiety 
for many.  I thought that it might be worth giving you a brief summary of the current position and 
an update in terms of where we are at Sherburn High School with our planning: 

This week the Secretary for Education, Gavin Williamson wrote to Ofqual (the organisation that 
oversees qualifications).  An article published here in the Times Educational Supplement provides 
a summary of this.  In light of this we have taken the following measures: 

- All BTEC and Vocational examinations that were due to take place in February and March 
are now cancelled 
 

- The proposed Year 11 PPE 2 examinations that were due to take place from February 8th 
have been rescheduled.  A full timetable will of course be shared in due course, but these 
exams are scheduled to begin on Monday 22nd March and will end on Friday 16th April 

 
- The proposed Year 13 mocks that were due to take place from January 18th have been 

rescheduled.  A full timetable will of course be shared in due course, but these exams are 
scheduled to begin on Monday 15th March and will end on Friday 19th March 
 

- The proposed Year 12 mocks that were due to take place from January 11th will be 
replaced by in-class assessment to complement ongoing fortnightly Assessment Hours. 
Year 12 End of Year Examinations now provide the focal point for students in the coming 
months, which are due to take place week commencing 28th June. A full timetable will be 
shared in due course. 
 

- Year 12 Parents’ Evening will take place on Tuesday 9th February.  Mr Kirby will be in 
contact with details about how parents/carers and students join the virtual event. 

 

If things beyond our control are implemented or the guidance for schools change, we will revise 
our plans and share any changes with you. 

In terms of the celebratory aspects of both Year 11 and Year 13, given current restrictions I am 
unable to provide any updates (other than to tell you that work behind the scenes is taking place in 
relation to Year 11 hoodies, and an update should be provided shortly).  Of course, we want to 
celebrate this year with you, but I also don’t want to give you any information which then leads to 
disappointment, wasted money or false hope. 

I am also, unfortunately currently unable to provide you with any clear idea of when Year 11 or 
Year 13 students will be able to “stand down” (traditionally, once a student has finished their final 
exam they no longer had to attend school).  Given the current situation, I am sure you can 
appreciate why I am not in a position to do this. 

Finally, I want to reassure the students that the staff at Sherburn High School are on your side. 
We will support with remote learning, preparing for PPEs/mocks and any other form of 
assessments that you may be required to do.  Don’t give up!  You’ve done so well to get this far – 
we believe in you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Miriam Oakley 

Headteacher 

https://www.tes.com/news/gcses-2021-full-gavin-williamson-letter-ofqual

