
 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

Arrangements for The Current Half-Term (Monday 1st June 2020 - Friday 17th 
July 2020) 

I hope this finds you well and that you managed to enjoy half term (and the 
wonderful weather it brought).  

Following the letter, you received from Mr Martyn Sibley on Tuesday 3rd June 2020 I 
would like to outline the arrangements for the current half-term in more detail.  

Given the current government directive that we can only invite Year 10 and Year 12 
for some face-to-face provision I have outlined this in Appendix One of today’s letter.  
For students in all other year groups, please remember that we wish we were seeing 
you, and that you remain important and missed by us all. 

Remote Learning  
 

As I shared prior to half term we are keen to improve the “interactive” nature of our 
remote learning provision.  This week a pilot of some pre-recorded delivery has 
taken place for Year 12 as well as staff training.  From Monday 15th June, all year 
groups and subject areas will have an element of pre-recorded delivery, which we 
hope will help to engage students in their learning. 
 
Students will continue to receive feedback on key pieces of work and subject staff 
are contacting home where this is not received.  Please, as always, if the level of 
work is too easy or too hard or you have forgotten your password, you can get in 
touch with class teachers via the message facility on Show My Homework or by 
emailing staff through our admin@shs.starmat.uk email address. 
 
To help us to improve our Remote Learning offer we would like students in Years 7 – 
10 to complete the following on-line survey  https://forms.gle/n8siKPBPjUUby8Gi8.  This 
survey will close at 12 p.m. on Wednesday 10th June.  A separate survey has 
already been circulated to students in Year 12. 
 
Year 9 Options   
 

Students should have received a letter this week with confirmation of their Option 
Choices.  Where there have been any issues Mr Ralphs, Deputy Head, has phoned 
home.  If, however, you have any queries or wish to change your options please do 
not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Year 12 – want to apply to Oxford or Cambridge? 
 
Our Year 12 students will shortly start preparing for applying to universities through 
UCAS. We have a strong tradition of Sherburn students applying to Oxbridge as well 
as top Russell Group universities, and this year is no different.  
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Following on from our visit from Dr. Simon Bulley earlier this year, there will be an 
online Q+A session on Tuesday 9th June between 14:00 and 14:45 run by our 
Oxbridge Schools Liason Officers, Kathryn Singleton and Joe Organ.  
 
All Year 12s are encouraged to attend should they wish to, as the information given 
will be relevant not only to Oxford and Cambridge, but other high calibre Russell 
Group universities as well. Anyone wishing to attend should email Mr. Kirby 
at daniel.kirby@shs.starmat.uk for more details. The world needs to realise how 
fantastic Sherburn students really are! 
 

In-School Provision for Vulnerable Students/Children of Key Workers  

This will continue for all eligible children during the current half-term.  If any family 
requires this provision please contact admin@shs.starmat.uk who will send out the 
required application forms.  Please note that students cannot attend this provision 
unless completed application forms are received and confirmation of a place is 
given; this is to ensure correct staff-student ratios in line with social distancing 
guidelines. 
 
Year 11 Updates - Questions, questions, questions 
 
Calling all Year 11 students joining our Sixth Form next year! We know you will have 
plenty of questions about transition to A-level and starting in Year 12, and we'd like 
you to get in touch. 
 
Please email Mr. Kirby at daniel.kirby@shs.starmat.uk with any questions you might 
have along with your name no later than Friday 12th June. He will then put together 
a video responding to your FAQs and send this out to you in due course. We look 
forward to your questions! 
 
Your hoodies are on site, and we will be in touch in the next few weeks, about how 
they can be collected as soon as our Risk Assessment has been approved.   
 
Prom and Results Day – again, as soon as we have any information about these 
events we will share them with you. 
 
Thank you for the communication you are having with your future A level teachers 
and the efforts going into the bridging units of work.  For those of you leaving us 
(sob-sob) and going onto York College, you should have had a letter from them 
about their bridging work which you can access by visiting their website.  
 
And finally…just think, you would have almost finished your GCSEs…to reassure 
you, staff have been incredibly busy ensuring that accurate Centre Assessments 
have been submitted to the examination boards. We have everything crossed for you 
and can’t wait to celebrate some wonderful results with you!  
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Spruce Up Sherburn! 
 
One positive thing to come out of the partial school closure is that we have been able 
to begin our “Spruce up” of Sherburn High School.  Thanks to the amazing 
fundraising of efforts of FOSH and the success of Bonkers 
Bingo we have been able to paint the MFL/English 
corridors and revamp reception.  
 
I’m sure you will agree with me that it’s a vast 
improvement! 
 
 
 
Friday Fives  

I hope you’ve enjoyed the virtual Friday Fives on Twitter 
that have been popping up over the past few weeks.  This 
week, I’m adopting a different approach as I have been so 
impressed by the following students! 

Friday Fives today go to… 

Emma Long and Megan Horn for their entries into “Design a Society” for the 
University of York which they accessed on the York University under-16 hub.  The 
feedback Megan and Emma received was lovely, but perhaps the best part of their 
wins is the £50 Amazon voucher they each received!  Well done – definite worthy 
winners of a Friday Five! 

 
 
Friday Five also goes to the following students who completed an 800-word essay 
competition (run by the Schools History Project and Daisy Christodolou's No More 
Marking company).  Set as part of the remote learning for History, students had to 
respond to the following question: 
 
“If 1066 is said to be the most important date in English history, what is the 
equivalent in another country?”  



 

 

 
The assessors were looking for geographical and historical ambition (so no easy 
European countries or USA) as part of this task. 
 
Congratulations and virtual Friday Fives go to Megan Horn (what a week Megan!) 
Katie Bell, Caden Myers and Bobby McNicholas. 
 
A Friday Five is also awarded to Georgina Bell, who has received a lovely email from 
York University for being such an “Enthusiastic Pupil” for submitting so many 
questions to them! 
 

 
 
 
And the very last Friday Five this week goes to Nathan Fawcett who has been so 
moved by events in America and globally that he made his own #BlackLivesMatter 
video and shared it with us.  You can also see his video on Twitter.  Thank you 
Nathan –  
 
And finally… 
 
As we move into this final half term of an extremely challenging school year, I’d like 
to thank you for the patience and support you have shown the school.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Miriam Oakley 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 



 

 

APPENDIX ONE: Provision for Year 10 and Year 12 - 
Current Department for Education Guidance 
 
As Mr Sibley’s letter explained, the DfE guidance states: “Secondary schools should 
provide some face-to-face support to supplement the remote education of Year 10 
and 12 pupils, with a clear expectation that remote education will continue to be the 
predominant form of education delivery for these year groups and that this should be 
of a high quality.  Any face-to-face support should commence from Monday 15th 
June 2020 if it is safe to do so.” 
 
The guidance was updated during half term so that we are only allowed to host a 
maximum of 25% of Year 10 (and Year 12) on the school site at any time. 
 
In light of this our proposed provision for Year 10 is: 
 

- Students will be placed into 4 social bubbles, each social bubble will be split 
into 2 learning groups 

- A learning group will have no more than 15 students in it and will be based on 
broad ability groupings 

- Each learning group will be invited to attend school one session per week 
- Each session will last 2 hours and will be on the same day each week 
- To ensure students do not travel during rush hour (as per government 

guidance) and to prevent contact with our provision for vulnerable/key worker 
students the Year 10 session will run from 9.30 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.  

- Each learning group will be assigned a set classroom for the term.   Each 
student will be assigned a set seat within the classroom for the term 

- Because we need to avoid mixing students, it is not possible to organise 
students into their options subjects at this stage 

- Sessions in school will not require a formal break or a lunchtime to enable 
social distancing 

 

Year 10 students accessing Key Worker/Vulnerable provision will not be able to 
move between the two learning bubbles on the same day.  Phone calls home to 
these students will be made to establish which provision this group of learners will be 
accessing. 
 
The student groupings will be arranged by the school and will not change during the 
current half term. 
 
 
 
A typical day will be as follows, focussing on supporting the remote curriculum in 
the Core subjects: 

 



 

 

 Learning 
Group A 

Learning 
Group B 

9:30-10:10am Maths Science 

10:10 -10:50am English Maths 

10:50-11:30am Science English 

 

Following completion of the survey below; Year 10 will receive personal letters with 
their timetable details as well as further information about the management of the 
Year 10 on-site programme.  This will include: 
 

● Timings, arrival routes and entrance points 
● Additional hygiene measures 
● Updated Behaviour Policy 
● Updated Attendance Policy 

 
Given the part time nature of our provision and current social distancing guidelines in 
the wider community students will not be expected to wear school uniform. 
 

Provision for Students in Years 12 

Students in Year 12 will receive a mixture of Remote Learning, enhanced by “whole 
class” and/or “small group” live tutorial sessions and/or face-to-face sessions in 
school.   

To comply with government guidance about student numbers on site, Year 12 face-
to-face sessions will run from 1.00 p.m. – 3.00 p.m. Monday to Thursday and from 
9.30 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. on Fridays.   

Assessment hours for Year 12 make a return for Year 12 this half term, with two 
taking place over the coming weeks. Specifically: 
 
Assessment Hour 3 
Set: Wednesday 17th June 
Submission: Friday 19th June by 3pm 
 
Assessment Hour 4 
Set: Wednesday 8th July 
Submission: Friday 10th July by 3pm 
 
As last half term, details will be posted on SMHW by subject teachers. 
 

Personal timetables for Year 12 will be sent to students the week beginning Monday 
8th June. 



 

 

For students accessing subjects at Tadcaster Grammar School, their provision will 
only be through enhanced Remote Learning as they are not currently able to offer 
face-to-face sessions for any Year 12 students. 

 

Please note: 

The safety of staff and students is, and will continue to be, our first priority. The 
proposed provision in half-term 6 is now only likely to change if: 

- The school receives further guidance from the Department for Education  

- Our own available staffing complement changes 

- We cannot guarantee the safety of all staff and students on-site in school. 

Planning for our provision during half-term 6 will be concurrent with the process of 
risk assessment of the school in partnership with North Yorkshire County Council, 
AVEC (our new HR provider), the STAR MAT and other external agencies. 

As part of our risk assessment, we have made provision for additional cleaning on 
site and will also provide hand cleansing and other control measures. We will also 
continue to practise social distancing in line with the measures the Government is 
asking everyone to adopt in public and in workplaces, including keeping students 2 
metres apart from each other in classrooms.  Mixing between different groups of 
students will be kept to a minimum as will mixing on arrival and for any planned 
comfort breaks and departure. 
 
The STAR MAT trustees will sign off the Sherburn High School risk assessment on 
Thursday 11th June 2020 if they are satisfied that arrangements are in place to 
ensure all staff and students are safe. 

Parents and carers may also find the following guidance published by the 
Department for Education on Wednesday 3rd June 2020 useful: 
 
Updated guidance on what parents and carers need to know about education 
settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 

We have updated our guidance on what parents and carers need to know about 
schools and other education settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak to 
include information on the curriculum, after school activities, repeating a year for 

*In order to complete student timetables, the parents/carers of Year 10 and Year 12 
students are asked to complete the following survey by 12 p.m. Monday 8th June 
2020 at the latest. 
 

https://tinyurl.com/STAR-SHS10-12 
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pupils, transport and keeping children safe online. We have also amended 
information on whether it is compulsory to send pupils to educational settings and 
education for children at home. 

The guidance can be found HERE 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers

