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Our Ref: BFE/HWT                                 18 February 2019 

  

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 

Key Stage 4 L’Ardeche Adventure Trip – Saturday 18 July to Sunday 26 July 2020. 
 

I am pleased to inform you of an exciting opportunity being provided for Key Stage 4 students to experience a 
challenging water sports and adventure holiday in the south of France. The trip is organised with Acorn Adventure, 

a schools adventure tour firm, who are fully bonded with ABTA and members of the Federation of Tour Operators 

(as well as the schools version of this). 
 

I have made a provisional booking for a nine-day trip at the end of the summer term 2020. The trip will depart 
on Saturday 18 July and return on Sunday 26 July 2020. We will leave Sherburn on Saturday afternoon and 

travel for 24 hours, down to the south of France. On the Sunday morning we will finish our journey at the tour 

company’s Centre at Labeaume. The Centre is well equipped and based in a delightful wooded campsite in the Rhone 
Alps region of France. 

 
For two days of the trip we will go on canoe descent of L’Ardeche River which runs down a spectacular gorge with 

sides that in places rise to 300 metres above the river. We will spend the evening at an overnight bivvi in the 

remarkable landscape. Below are some extracts from the brochure: 
 

“This stunning location known as `The Grand Canyon of Europe’ is in the Ardèche region of the South of France; a 
popular trip for schools and groups looking for a real adventure.  Staying in tents at our ‘Labeaume’ near the town 

of Vallon Pont d’Arc, you will have the opportunity to take on 30km of L’Ardeche descent by Canadian canoe. The 
descent can be made without any previous experience.  Over thirty years, we have built up an excellent reputation 

and our River Team are regularly praised for being the most professional on the river. They will create an enjoyable 

and safe atmosphere by providing excellent instruction and encouragement to every party member.” 
 

The remainder of the trip will be shorter activities based at superb locations within an easy twenty minute walk from 
the centre. These activities will include kayaking, abseiling, raft building, river trek and high ropes. The activities are 

done in two-hour sessions, returning to the tents for lunch and a chance to relax. There will also be an excursion 

day to a local attraction, yet to be decided. The evenings include a variety of activities put on by the centre staff, 
such as a disco and a talent show. 

 
Because this trip is for older students, Acorn Adventure will make sure that the activities are different to the previous 

time your year group visited the Centre and they will also make the activities more challenging than before – different 
rapids, jumps, blindfolded activities – just to name a few of the potential activities on offer. 

 

The trip is open to those who will be in Key Stage 4 in the academic year 2019/2020 ie those who are 
currently in Year 8.  

 

Included in the price of the trip will be: 

 Travelling by executive coach 

 A fully comprehensive insurance 

 Use of equipment such as canoes, buoyancy aids, rafts, etc. 

 Tents and site fees 

 Meals while staying in Labeaume, including lunches 

 Full instruction and supervision of activities 

 

 



 

Not included in the price of the trip will be: 

 Your own sleeping bag and pillow 

 Spending money for optional actives, drinks and snacks (plus food for the journey) 

 Towels 

 Wet weather gear – cagoules 

 Warm clothes: fleece and leggings 
 

This is an exciting opportunity which will benefit the students both educationally and socially. The total cost of 

this Adventure Holiday to include the travel, accommodation, food, insurance and the activities is £693 per 
student. 

 
A non-refundable deposit of £65 MUST be paid by Friday 8 March 2019. 

a) Instalment 1: £160 on 1st May 2019 

b) Instalment 2: £160 on 1st July 2019 

c)  Instalment 3: £160 on 1st November 2019 

d)  Instalment 4: £148 on 1st March 2020 

 
The above price is based on achieving 40 students to make a coach group. If you wish your child to participate 

can you please make arrangement to pay by debit/credit card on the parentpay website at 

www.parentpay.com, give consent and provide details of any medical conditions and also an emergency 
contact number. If you have not received an activation letter to log onto parentpay, please contact the school as 

soon as possible and we can arrange to send one out to you. Your child will not be allowed on the trip until 

payment is received together with the requested contact and medical information. 

This visit is organised under the school’s educational visits policy. To give consent for your child to take part in 

the visit please tick the consent box when paying for the trip.  A copy of the consent information is attached (for 
your information only) and can also be found on the school website under the ”parents” dropdown menu in the 

“parentpay” section. Please read the detailed information for this trip before giving consent. You will not need to 
send the form to school as long as you have provided an emergency contact number and any medical 

conditions in the note box against the payment transaction line. 

 
All students taking part in the activity will be covered by the North Yorkshire County Council Personal Accident 

and Travel Insurance Group Policy.  If you wish to have details of this cover please contact the Business Manager. 
 

On receiving an application we will discuss the student’s suitability to join this trip with their 
respective Head of House – this will be dependent on your child’s behaviour in school throughout 

the course of the academic year.  

 
Should you wish to withdraw at a later date, please do so in writing. The Tour firm will not refund the first deposit 

and first two instalments once paid and then has a sliding penalty for the subsequent instalments, depending on 
time remaining (monies can be reclaimable through the insurance company due to illness only with written 

confirmation from your doctor). 

 
Please do think carefully before making a commitment to this trip. If you do wish to withdraw your son/daughter 

at a later date there may be a student willing to take their place, but please understand the position if this is not 
the case.  I will do my best on your behalf; however loss of all or part of the trip cost can result. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is any point you wish to discuss. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr Featherstone 

Trip Leader 

 
 
 
 
 



 

THIS DOCUMENT IS FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
This document is to be read before ticking the consent box when you pay via parentpay  This is not a form you 

need to sign and return to school.  

Name of Visit: Key Stage 4 Adventure Holiday to L’Ardeche 

Date: Saturday 18 July 2020 – Sunday 26 July 2020 

Departure Time: 12.00pm Return Time: 6.00pm  

By ticking the consent box on the parentpay website, you have agreed to the following three consent 
statements:- 

 
PARENTAL CONSENT STATEMENT 

I would like my son / daughter to take part in the activity above  

 

Please arrange for payment via the parentpay website www.parentpay.com and provide emergency contact 
details including your home number and a mobile phone number.  Your child will not be accepted on the trip 

without consent, emergency contact details and payment.      
 

MEDICAL CONSENT STATEMENT 

 
My child is in good health and does not suffer from any condition requiring regular treatment or any complaint 

that may require emergency treatment and will not be excluded from any activities.  I confirm that:- 
 

1) There are no activities that I do not wish my child to take part in. 
 

2) My child does not suffer from any condition requiring regular treatment 

 
3) My child does not suffer from any condition which may require emergency treatment 

 
4) I give my consent to any emergency medical treatment necessary during the course of the visit. 

 

If your child does have medical problems please let us know via the parentpay website by including details of the 
condition and what action we would need to take if applicable in the note box prior to sending your payment.  

This needs to be done for every trip irrespective of whether the school has previously been informed. 

For insurance purposes, if your child suffers from a serious complaint, please send a letter to the school enclosing 

a letter from your doctor confirming your child is fit to participate giving details of the complaint and its treatment.  

Please note this in the box prior to making payment so that we know we are expecting a doctors letter. 

   

If we do not receive notes via parentpay regarding any medical conditions, we will assume there 
are no medical conditions and no restrictions to the activities your child can participate in during 

the visit.  
 

COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS CONSENT (if applicable)  

I understand that the return time is after normal school hours.  I will arrange for a responsible person to collect 
my son / daughter from the school bus park on New Lane where necessary. 

 

The letter inviting your child on the school trip will inform you if the trip is returning after normal school hours 

together with an approximate return time.  That information is also on the top of this form.      

PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEO RECORDINGS 

I consent to photographs and video recordings of my child to be used by school and services for teaching and 

coaching purpose and for use in marketing and publicity in line with relevant policies. 

BEHAVIOUR AND CONDUCT 

I understand that my child must adhere to any code of conduct and behaviour set out but the visit/activity leader, 

school, service or external provider. 

 

http://www.parentpay.com/

