
Author Title Description/Additional Comments

Becky Albertalli Leah On The Offbeat

When it comes to drumming, Leah Burke is usually on beat—but real life isn’t 

always so rhythmic. An anomaly in her friend group, she’s the only child of a 

young, single mom, and her life is decidedly less privileged. She loves to draw 

but is too self-conscious to show it. And even though her mom knows she’s 

bisexual, she hasn’t mustered the courage to tell her friends—not even her 

openly gay BFF, Simon. Fiction

Matthew Anniss LGBT Matters

What exactly does being lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender mean? How has 

the gay rights movement helped to change society's view of the LGBT 

community during the past century? What is it like to have same-sex parents? 

How do people come out to their friends? What is homophobia? Find out all 

this and much more. Using real-life case studies, this book gives sensitive 

insights into what it means to be LGBT in 21st century Britain. Non Fiction

Dean Atta The Black Flamingo

Uplifting and dazzlingly unique, this coming-of-age treasure explores identity 

and sexuality with an emboldening message to remember that “you have the 

right to be you”. Fiction

John Boyne My Brother's Name Is Jessica

Life is difficult when your talented brother reveals that he identifies as a girl, 

add to that, mum is a top politician and totally ignores what is happening 

beyond her own political life. Can the family come to terms with the changes 

ahead? Fiction

Thankfully LGBT characters are becoming more commonplace, more diverse and more accessible to readers.

This booklist for teens feature gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender characters, and discuss everything from coming out to how

LGBTQ+ people can support their peers. There are many more titles to explore on www.amazon.co.uk and www.lovereading4kids.co.uk



Savannah Brown The Truth About Keeping Secrets

Sydney's dad is the only psychiatrist for miles around in their small Ohio town. 

He is also unexpectedly dead. Sydney believes the crash was anything but an 

accident. And when the threatening texts begin, and June Copeland - 

homecoming queen and golden child - appears at his funeral out of nowhere, 

she's sure of it. But through Sydney's newfound relationship with June, she's 

given a glimpse of a life without the darkness of an unresolved grief and the 

chance, just maybe, of a fresh start. Until it's clear that the secrets won't go 

away, and the truth might bring everything crashing down... Fiction

Sophie Cameron The Last Bus To Neverland

Brody Fair has had enough of real life. Enough of the bullies on his block, of 

being second best to his genius brother, and of not fitting in at school or at 

home. Then one day he meets Nico. Colourful, confident and flamboyant, he 

promises to take Brody to Everland, a diverse magical place. A place where he 

can be himself, where there are no rules, time doesn't pass, and the party 

never ends. The only catch? It's a place so good, you could lose yourself and 

forget what's real. Fiction

Orlagh Collins All The Invisible Things

This page-turner about making sense of the whirlwind that is growing-up fizzes 

with heart, humanity and honest true-to-life experiences. Sexuality, love and 

friendship are explored in all their giddy complexity as Vetty, Pez and their 

wider circle of friends try to make sense of the world and their place within it. Fiction

Juno Dawson Proud

A stirring, bold and moving anthology of stories and poetry by top LGBTQ+ YA 

authors and new talent, giving their unique responses to the broad theme of 

pride. Compiled by Juno Dawson, author of THIS BOOK IS GAY and CLEAN .  A 

celebration of LGBTQ+ talent, PROUD is a thought-provoking, funny, emotional 

read. Fiction



Simon 

James Green Alex In Wonderland

In the town of Newsands, painfully shy Alex is abandoned by his two best 

friends for the summer. But he unexpectedly lands a part-time job at 

Wonderland, a run-down amusement arcade on the seafront, where he gets to 

know the other teen misfits who work there. Alex starts to come out of his 

shell, and even starts to develop feelings for co-worker Ben ... who, as Alex's 

bad luck would have it, has a girlfriend. Fiction

William Hussey Hideous Beauty

Forced by social media exposure to come out earlier than planned, Dylan and 

his gregarious boyfriend Ellis reveal their relationship to the world in 

spectacular style at a school dance: “Okay, Dylan, this is it. No going back. The 

closet door is firmly barred behind you, chained and bolted. No re-entry, no 

refunds. It’s gay all the way from here on out.” Fiction

Amy Lame From Prejudice To Pride

Follow LGBTQ+ history from ancient civilisations to the present-day, and learn 

about key events including the trial of Oscar Wilde, the Stonewall riots, the 

AIDS crisis, same-sex marriage and changing laws that have impacted on 

LGBTQ+ life. Gain insight into the shifting attitudes that have challenged 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and the experiences that help us 

understand what it means to be LGBTQ+ today. Non Fiction

David Levithan Two Boys Kissing

Two Boys Kissing explores how people fall in and out of love, and what is means 

to discover yourself.   The two boys kissing are Craig and Harry. They're hoping 

to set the world record for the longest kiss. They're not a couple, but they used 

to be.   Peter and Neil are a couple. Their kisses are different. Fiction

David Levithan Boy Meets Boy

Paul has been gay his whole life and he's confident about almost everything. He 

doesn't have to hide his feelings like best friend Tony or even cope with loving 

the wrong guy like his other best friend Joni. But heartbreak can happen to 

anyone. Falling in love changes everything. Fiction



Kelly 

Huegel Madrone

LGBTQ Survival Guide For Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and 

Questioning Teens

LGBTQ is the indispensable resource for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

queer, and questioning teens and their allies. This fully revised and updated 

third edition includes current information on LGBTQ terminology, evolving 

understandings of gender identity and sexual identity, LGBTQ rights, and much 

more. Other advice covers topics such as coming out, confronting prejudice, 

getting support, making healthy choices, and thriving in school and beyond. Non Fiction

Zoe Marriott The Hand, The Eye And The Heart

Set in a richly imagined fairy-tale China, Marriot weaves topical themes of 

gender identity into an epic fantasy adventure. Inspired by the story of Mulan, 

Marriott explores ideas of gender and belonging in this fast-paced novel set in a 

fairytale China. Fiction

Sally Nicholls Things A Bright Girl Can Do

Through rallies and marches, in polite drawing rooms and freezing prison cells 

and the poverty-stricken slums of the East End, three courageous young 

women join the fight for the vote. May is fifteen, and already sworn to the 

cause, though she and her fellow Suffragists refuse violence. When she meets 

Nell, a girl who's grown up in hardship, she sees a kindred spirit. Together and 

in love, the two girls start to dream of a world where all kinds of women have 

their place. Fiction

Non Pratt Remix

Kaz is still reeling from being dumped by the love of her life. Ruby is bored of 

hearing about it. Time to change the record. Three days. Two best mates. One 

music festival. Zero chance of everything working out. Perfect for fans of John 

Green, Judy Blume and Rainbow Rowell. Fiction

Meredith Russo If I Was Your Girl

Amanda Hardy is the new girl at school. Like everyone, all she wants is to make 

friends and fit in. But Amanda is holding back. Even from Grant, the guy she's 

falling in love with. Amanda has a secret. At her old school, she used to be 

called Andrew. And secrets always have a way of getting out. Fiction



V S Santoni I'm A Gay Wizard

When Johnny and his best friend, Alison, pass their summer holidays dabbling 

in magic, they never expect it to have consequences. Sure, it'd be great if they 

could banish bullies or change their lives for the better, and what harm could 

come from lighting a few candles and chanting a few spells? They get their 

answer in the form of an earthquake unleashed at their behest, which draws 

the attention of the Marduk Institute, an age-old organization dedicated to 

fostering the talents of young wizards. Fiction

Ciara Smith The Falling In Love Montage

Seventeen-year-old Saoirse (pronounced ‘Seer-sha’) is about to cross the Irish 

Sea to read history at Oxford. Except she’s not sure she wants to go. She has 

more than enough on her plate dealing with her dad’s remarriage, getting over 

breaking-up with her girlfriend, and coming to terms with her mum’s 

debilitating illness. She just wants to spend her summer watching horror 

movies and kissing girls – no strings attached Fiction

Phil Stamper The Gravity Of Us

Cal wants to be a journalist, and he's already well underway with almost half a 

million followers on his FlashFame app and an upcoming internship at 

Buzzfeed. His plans are derailed when his pilot father is selected for a highly-

publicized NASA mission to Mars. With the entire nation desperate for any new 

information about the astronauts, Cal finds himself thrust in the middle of a 

media circus. Suddenly his life is more like a reality TV show. And then Cal 

meets Leon, whose mother is another astronaut on the mission, and he finds 

himself falling head over heels--and fast. They become an oasis for each other 

amid the craziness of this whole experience. Fiction



Robin Talley The Lies We Tell Ourselves

Lie #1: I'm not afraid  Lie #2: I'm sure I'm doing the right thing   Lie #3: I don't 

care what they think of me  It's 1959. The battle for civil rights is raging. And it's 

Sarah's first day of school as one of the first black students at previously all-

white Jefferson High. No one wants Sarah there. Not the Governor. Not the 

teachers. And certainly not the students - especially Linda, daughter of the 

town's most ardent segregationist. Sarah and Linda are supposed to despise 

each other. But the more time they spend together, the less their differences 

matter. And both girls start to feel something they've never felt before. 

Something they're determined to ignore.

Robin Talley Our Own Private Universe

Fifteen-year-old Aki is determined to stop putting things off, and determined to 

stop living hypothetically: “If I wanted my life to change, then I had to do 

something. Or at least try.” With that firmly in mind, Aki and best friend Lori 

make a pact “to have a fling” during their summer trip to Mexico with her dad’s 

church mission. And that’s where she meets Christa. Fiction

Lisa Williamson The Art Of Being Normal

Two boys. Two secrets. This is a sensitive, often funny and thoroughly engaging 

story of teenagers coming to terms with who they are. This ultra-readable, 

highly entertaining story could also provide readers with some much needed 

reassurance that normal is as normal does. Fiction


