


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to the final newsletter of the spring term! I would like to share with you the recent press article  celebrating our amazing A 
Level results: 
 
Sherburn High School celebrates stunning progress for Sixth Form: Achieving top Maintained School in North Yorkshire 

at A level 

Sherburn High School Post 16 students and staff are celebrating today as they top the league tables in North Yorkshire for A level     
results.   Results at Sherburn High School are graded as “Well Above Average” and places the school in the top 5% of all Sixth Forms 
and Colleges nationally. The school achieved a progress score of +0.32 (significantly positive), reflecting the amazing progress students 
achieved in their A levels.  

33% of the students achieved grades AAB, or better, and the average grade for all students across 3 A levels was a grade B+. 62% 
achieved grades A* - B and 50% of Maths students attained a grade A*.  99% of students passed their courses, which enabled virtually 
all students to achieve their first choice university destination and all who applied secured a place at university.  

At GCSE, the school is proud that attainment 8 is well above average. (Schools get a score based on how well pupils have performed in 
up to 8 qualifications, which include English, maths, 3 EBACC qualifications: sciences, history, geography and languages, and 3 other 
additional approved qualifications).  The number of students passing Maths and English at grade 5 is 53% at Sherburn High school    
compared to 39% nationally and Maths is in the top 6% of all schools nationally.  The school is more than double the national average 
in the number of students passing the EBACC at grade 5+: Sherburn High School 43% compared to 19% nationally. 

We are incredibly proud of all our students and teachers who worked relentlessly to achieve these outstanding results. 
 

Headteacher, Maria Williams, is delighted with the results and is thrilled that despite stiff competition and the demanding entry        
requirements of top universities, every student who applied to Higher Education secured a university place, with most being successful 
in their first choice and nearly half at Russell Group universities.  “A levels are such an important milestone in a student’s life and    em-
ployers and universities will look at them closely.  It’s fantastic to see our students achieve such outstanding results that  will stay with 
them throughout their lives. The results reflect the continual improvement of the school and the incredible hard work and commitment 
from the staff and students.” 

It’s congratulations all round for Sherburn High School who have been officially judged as GOOD by Ofsted; the first time in 16 years! 
It’s an incredible achievement for students and staff and wonderful news for the local community.   
 
At Sherburn High we believe that success at school is more likely if our students have the opportunity to have stimulating and exciting 
experiences beyond as well as within the classroom.  
 
Over two nights at the beginning of March we were treated to a fantastic sell-out production of ‘We Will Rock You’.  I couldn’t help feel-
ing incredibly proud of our students and it was so great to see so many of them involved both on stage and behind the scenes. I know 
that the many parents in the audience will have felt exactly the same. 
 
Recently, I have been reviewing all the other extra-curricular opportunities which have been made available during this academic year. I 
counted 35 visits, trips and activities so far, including, amongst others: Duke of Edinburgh Award, World Challenge, Bowling at the   
Summit, French trips, Salford Media City, Future Engineers at the National Railway Museum, Alton Towers, Photography visits to Sun-
derland University, Geography fieldwork residential in Northumbria, Poetry Live, York Christmas market, Cake and Bake show, Big Bang 
Science fair in Birmingham, University and Apprenticeship fair in Leeds, an outdoor activity week at Bewerley Park and theatre visits to 
the West Yorkshire Playhouse and York Theatre. This of course does not include the substantial range of weekly clubs, sporting, music 
and drama activities as well as our upcoming   water-sports week in the Ardeche in France this summer and a planned Skiing trip during 
the next academic year.  
 
I would like to pay tribute to all my colleagues who, like me, believe these experiences are so important and give freely of their own 
time to make them a reality. It is their commitment which is so crucial in making Sherburn High School the special place that it is. 
 
To conclude, I was delighted to discover earlier this month that the number of students transferring from primary school to Sherburn 
High next year will be the greatest since 2006. I have often said that one of my objectives has been to ensure that Sherburn becomes 
the secondary school of choice for this community. I am absolutely delighted with the confidence being shown by parents in us and am 
really looking forward to working with the next generation of students when they eventually join the Sherburn ‘family’ in September! 
 
Have a great Easter holiday, 

 
 
 

Maria Williams 
Headteacher 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 



 Dates For Your Diary 

    March 

Friday 16th March Year 10 Reports Issued 

Friday 23rd March Year 11 Reports Issued 

Monday 26th March Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 30th March 
Bank Holiday 
Break up for Easter Holidays 

    April 

Friday 27th April FOSH Event 

May 

Friday 4th May Year 12 and 13 Reports Issued 

Monday 7th May May Day Bank Holiday 

Friday 25th May 
Year 7 Reports Issued 
Break up for Spring Half Term 

Friday 8th June Year 10 Reports Issued 

Friday 15th June Year 8 Reports Issued 

Governors News 
 

I  am pleased to provide you with the first governor update of 2018, and my first as Chair of Governors. 
 
 

I firstly want to say a big thank you to Clare Thornton-Eckford who has been our chair for the last five years. Clare has worked   
tirelessly to champion Sherburn High School and has transformed how the governing body operate, greatly increasing our          
understanding of, and involvement with the school. We are all going to miss seeing Clare at our meetings. 
 
Thankfully Clare will still be closely involved with Sherburn High School as she takes up the role of Trustee with the developing STAR 
Multi Academy Trust. 
 
I also want to extend my congratulations to staff and students on their amazing performance in the recently published Post 16 
league tables. Sherburn High School is the top maintained school in North Yorkshire and is in the top 5% of all Sixth Forms and  
Colleges Nationally. More importantly for the pupils, nearly every student went to their first choice university, and all who applied, 
secured a place at university. 
 
The Post 16 results add to our strong GCSE results, with strong attainment scores and maths results in the top 6% of schools     
nationally. 
 
From a governor’s perspective, much of our time has been taken up with considerations about academisation and the STAR Multi 
Academy Trust. Following the consultation, the governing body have agreed to convert to academy status as part of a new multi 
academy trust, the STAR MAT. This step will build on the strong collaborative approach we already have with our partner schools in 
the STAR Alliance. There is much work still to be done, and many issues to be resolved but we are committed to working in the best 
interests of our students and school. 
 
Finally, I wanted to mention the 3G pitch which Bob Packham, our local authority governor, has 
worked so hard to make  happen. A key aim of the facility is to increase our involvement with the 
wider community and this is definitely happening.  We are seeing use of the pitch by local clubs 
and the Leeds United girls squad are training here too. As usage of the pitch grows, we aim to 
further develop the facilities to make Sherburn High School an even more attractive choice as a 
sports  venue. 

 
Mark Saunders 
Chair of Governors 



Sherburn High School Wages War On Plastic! 
 

 

A 
 team of intrepid environmentalists at Sherburn High School have set up a steering group to address the issue of  plastic 
waste at the school. In their bid to make the school lead the way with plastic recycling, they have presented their research 
findings to the Head Teacher Maria Williams. The group of Year 7 students, who have met every week for the past two 

months to discuss plastic waste and carry out relevant research, have named themselves ‘The Ocean Rescue Team’ and with the help 
of their Geography teachers Mr Sladen and Mr Featherstone, are determined to change how the school uses and recycles plastics. 
 
Through their research, they have discovered the devastating effects that plastics are having on the World’s oceans and more       
disturbingly, that we are consuming the fish that consumes the plastic; they are worried where this will end, not only for the planet 
but also humanity.  On a more positive note, they found out that the food retailer ‘Iceland’ is the first to pledge a plastic free aisle, 
with all their own products packaged differently to reduce the ‘scourge of plastic’. This has inspired the group to take action in school, 
they have asked the Head Teacher Mrs Williams to provide plastic recycling bins and will be talking to the catering manager to see 
what can be done to reduce packaging used for sandwiches etc.  
 
After listening to the presentation, Mrs Williams tasked the group with finding out how much special recycling bins would cost and 
carrying out a survey to find out if students think we have enough water fountains and filling stations for them to access drinks 
throughout the day. 
 
Spokesperson for the group Bobby McNicholas commented ‘It’s extremely sad to see so much wildlife in our oceans dying and knowing 
that we contribute to this. We are determined to help put a stop to this; we want to come away from this knowing that we are the 
best plastic aware school in the area!” 
 
Ben Featherstone, Geography Teacher commented " After watching Sir David           

Attenborough's Blue Planet 2 on the BBC, we were all shocked and saddened to see the 

devastation our addiction to plastic is causing to our oceans. It is refreshing to see such 

dedication from the Year 7 Sherburn Ocean Rescue Team in their attempts to make 

Sherburn High School more "plastic aware" and they have some great long-term plans to 

look forward to. Their enthusiasm is inspiring for all of us and it was great to hear such 

positive feedback from Mrs Williams after their presentation; I'm sure the Ocean Rescue 

Team will use her advice to ensure huge successes with their efforts." 

Post 16 News 
 

P 
ost 16 has been eventful since the last newsletter; not only have Year 
13 been studying hard for their mock exams, Post 16 hosted a      
Christmas Quiz, held an Athelstan Challenge event, had a visit from the 

Yorsexual Health team,   begun planning Sports Relief Day and welcomed 
three new students to Year 12. All of this as well as a Year 11 taster day! 
 
Mock exams for Year 13 gave them not only an opportunity to reflect on their 
work but also gave them an insight into what their A level exams will entail in 
June.  
 
Excitement, delight and festive cheer filled the hall as teams of students and 
staff enjoyed the Christmas Quiz hosted by two Year 12 students. The    
questions were particularly challenging this year, but everyone showed             
determination. Well done to Dominque Obertelli and Lauren Barnett for    
compèring and producing the quiz. The money raised is contributing towards 
a memorial garden for Kaitlin Mitchell. 

 
Year 13 Business students enjoyed the opportunity to attend revision workshops held in Leeds at the Vue Cinema. The students 
embraced the chance to refresh their knowledge and replicate their learning. 
 
Post 16 students took on the staff team at Bench Ball but were 
unfortunately defeated by them. They played well, but     victory 
came as the staff team clinched the final winning game. The next 
challenge will be football, date TBC. 
 
We welcomed a visit from the Yorsexual Health team, who, as     
always were very informative and brought in some goodies. A huge 
thank you to the team. 
 
Please check ParentPay for the Post 16 trip to Alton Towers. 



            

World Book Day 
 

I n celebration of World book Day, forms were set the task of decorating their doors with  either an author or 

book theme but things did not go to plan; the Beast from the East stopped us in our tracks so the deadline 

was extended until Friday 16th March.  

The winning forms were:                  

B9 (Mrs Mercer’s)—Whole Form Contribution-Mr Men and Little Miss  

H3 (Miss Palmer’s) Creative Contribution—Matilda  
 

Well done to all forms that entered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Winner H3 

Winner B9 



BIG BANG Club Fun! 
 

A 
s I write this, the snow is falling and it feels as though we are well and truly 
in the depths of winter; hopefully when you read this spring will have arrived.  
 

 
It has been a long busy winter covering a wide range of science activities, from volcanoes to chemical    
timers. We’ve gone in for some old school style chemistry, making gases and testing for them, popping   
hydrogen and marvelling at the ‘magical’ ability of oxygen to reignite a glowing splint and testing for carbon 
dioxide in the time honoured way, can you remember that test from your school days? If not, ask a Big Bang 
Club member and I am sure they will be happy to refresh your memory.  

 
We have now come bang up to date with a bit of 21st century science, making slime and exploring its 
properties by adjusting the ratio of ingredients required to make it snap, bounce and stretch or even 
be so slimy it slips through your fingers. 

 
Big Bang members have investigated the effects of heat and how it  causes materials to expand, and 
using this, they have had a go at making and calibrating their own thermometers and a model fire 
alarm. What will the summer term bring? Only time will tell, maybe a bit of outside science in the   
sunshine. 

 

 
Mrs Lonsdale 
Science Technician 

READATHON SUCCESS 
 
Enthusiastic Sherburn High School students read everything from comics to classics, raising over 
£1300 to help give brand new books to children in hospital. 
 

F 
ollowing on from the hugely successful ‘Extreme Reading’ competition, which saw some fantastic 
entries from Year 7 and 8 students reading upside-down, in kitchen cupboards, washing machines 
and in all kinds of gymnastic poses, in an effort to encourage students to read for pleasure, the 

English department launched this year’s Readathon challenge. Students have just completed a successful 
three-week sponsored read. They certainly rose to the challenge, reading hundreds of books and raising 
a fantastic amount for seriously ill children. Their achievement also earned the school some free books 
too, provided by Readathon. 
 
Readathon is run by the UK charity Read for Good, which uses the sponsorship money raised to provide a regular supply of 
much-needed brand new books and regular storyteller visits for all major children’s hospitals in the UK. Each hospital has a 
tailor-made, mobile bookcase, which is jam-packed full of the latest best sellers and classic favourites, enabling children to 
choose just what they fancy without risk of infection.  

 
Mr Hunt said, “Readathon created a real buzz about books in the school.  All teachers and staff got 
involved sharing their childhood and all-time favourites, which sparked some interesting form time 
discussions! I found children talking about books, sharing and swapping favourites and genuinely 
motivated to read. Parents became involved in what their children were reading and shared precious 
time together talking about books and sharing successes on the @SherburnEnglish twitter page with    
published children’s authors! Our students raised over £1300 which Readathon will use to give books 
and storyteller visits to children in hospital. Readathon really is a win-win, I can't wait to start hand-
ing out some book tokens!” 

 
Justine Daniels, CEO of Read for Good said, “We find that children are really motivated to 
read when they know that the money they raise through reading, helps to buy a regular 
supply of brand new books and storyteller visits for children in hospital. To say thank you 

for their tremendous efforts, we’ve teamed up with Scholastic Book Clubs to give Sherburn 

High School free books for their library. We hope that these books will in turn inspire even 
more pupils to get reading - for good.” 
 
The more that you read, the more things you will 
know. 
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go. 
- Dr. Seuss 
 
Mr S Hunt   

Teacher of English and Skills 

CLUB 

 



3G Pitch Success! 
 

T 
he autumn term was very busy on our new 3G pitch and it has proved very 
popular with a variety of different groups. 
 

Current users of the 3G pitch are: 

 Leeds United Girls Coaching – Regional Training Centre 

 South Milford Junior FC 

 Tadcaster Albion 

 West Riding County FA – Referee and Coaching courses 

 Sherburn White Rose FC 

 Sherburn Bears ARLFC – Training 

 Monk Fryston FC 

 Sherburn Masters 

 Soccer Sixes – Independently run adult league 

 

Our new 106m x 70m floodlit, 3G artificial pitch supports grass roots sport in the area 
and is used by the school during the day and is open to the wider community during 
evenings and weekends. The facility includes ample parking, fenced and floodlit, full 
size pitch and changing rooms with shower facilities and will be available to the     
residents of Sherburn-In-Elmet and the surrounding villages for a range of multi 
sports including football, rugby and hockey training.  
 

The 3G pitch project wouldn’t have been possible without support from the Inspired Facilities Fund from Sport England and 
more locally from Selby District Council, Sherburn Parish Council, Sherburn White Rose Football Club and Sherburn High School 
and Community Sports Facilities Development Steering Group. The Sherburn High School and Community Sports Facilities    
Development Steering Group meet on a regular basis with an agenda to manage the current facilities at the school and to fur-
ther develop sporting and physical exercise facilities on the site. 
  
I am excited to announce that starting at the beginning of May, Sherburn High School 
3G Pitch will become the centre for:  
 
YORKSHIRE JUNIOR 5 A SIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
 
This is a brand new junior 5-a-side league for initially U13s, U11s and U9s. The league 
is operated by local enthusiasts Mr   Michael Barnett and Mr Andrew Smurthwaite, both 
having lots of experience in junior football, FA Coaching qualifications,   coupled with 
strong ties to the school and local community.   
 
For further information, please check out their website - www.yorkshirejunior5aside.football 
For 3G pitch bookings and use of our other facilities please email - lettings@sherburnhigh.co.uk 

French-Fest 
 

O n Friday 9th February, selected students were chosen to teach over two hundred local primary school children the French lan-
guage! Our students were chosen from Years 8, 9 and 10 and their task was to deliver a variety of French lessons which they 
planned and designed themselves to engage the primary school children and make learning a language exciting and interactive.  

 
Bethan Gray, Lauren Atack and Jody Watson all took part because they thought it would be a great experience and it certainly was, 
they commented ‘At the end of the day, everyone in our group agreed that it was enjoyable and fun being a teacher for the day!’ 
 
Curriculum Leader of Modern Languages, Madame Sismondi said ‘Mrs  Williams and I are very proud of all the linguists who led the 

Year 5 MFL day; they were amazing! Many Primary staff thanked Sherburn and their linguists for the excellent lessons planned and 

taught by our students. I know the Year 5s loved it!’ 

http://www.yorkshirejunior5aside.football/
mailto:lettings@sherburnhigh.co.uk


Romeo, Romeo… 
 

W 
hat a treat! ManACTco joined us once again for a  

fabulous performance of romance and tragedy: Romeo 

& Juliet.  

 

Safeguarding Update 
 

W 
hat is a lockdown procedure? 
The term ‘lockdown’ refers to getting everyone into a safe place and sealing the exits. 

 
 
Partial Lockdown 

In most cases, students will be able to stay in their classroom during a ’Partial Lockdown’ and the school day can 
continue as normal, just with everyone staying indoors. 

 
Full Lockdown  

Full Lockdown goes a step further, in that everyone on the premises – staff, students and visitors are moved away 

from the potential danger to a place where they can’t be seen from outside the building.  
A Full Lockdown would only be used in more extreme circumstances where there is a serious and current threat to 

the safety of those in the building. 
 

When might lockdown be necessary? 
 
Partial Lockdown might be required if: 

There is local air pollution due to a nearby fire or chemical release. 
There is a dangerous animal (usually a dog) in the grounds. 

There is an incident or civil disturbance in the area that might affect the school. 

 
Full Lockdown might be required if: 

There is an aggrieved, disturbed or intoxicated person trying to gain access to the school (this could be a parent or 
a stranger). 

There is an intruder on the site. 
There is an internal threat from a student. 

 

Do schools have to have a lockdown procedure? 
At the moment, the Department for Education doesn’t compel schools to have and lockdown plan, however,       

legislation does require schools to take appropriate measures to keep users of the site safe. 
 

What happens during a Partial Lockdown? 

1. A clear signal will be given that pupils, staff and visitors can identify as a Partial Lockdown signal. 
2. If pupils are outside, staff will immediately take them to the nearest safe area inside the building. 

3. All external doors and windows will be shut or locked as necessary. 
4. The register is taken to ensure all students are accounted for, any students that are not accounted for will be 

reported to the office. 

6. Everyone should remain where they are until the all-clear is given. 
 

What happens during a Full Lockdown? 
There is an additional signal that lets people know the school is in Full Lockdown. 

The doors and windows must be shut and locked, and blinds or curtains should be drawn. Depending on the nature 
of the threat, students may be told to hide under their tables. 

 

Practising Partial and Full lockdown: 
It’s natural to worry that your child will be unduly alarmed by practising Lockdown but we take care not to frighten 

pupils. 
 



Library News 

Community Collaboration 
 

T 
o highlight Internet Safety Day on 6th February this year, 
Sherburn Community Library wanted to put up a display so 

they enlisted our help and asked students to design posters 

to convey the message: 'Create, Connect and Share Respect: a 
better Internet starts with you.' We launched it as a           

competition and we had some very bright, colourful and creative 
poster entries.  

 
The winner was Victoria Lowe whose poster was extremely         

eye-catching and relayed the message perfectly; Victoria received a 
giftcard as her prize. Runners up were Amy Jo Cobb and Robert 

Harrison who chose to design theirs on a computer, they also won 

prizes. They achieved fame when their posters went on display at 
Sherburn Library for the whole community to see! 

Who’s leading the reading? 

L otherton is still leading the reading and has increased 

the lead by 2%, they are hard to beat but Harewood is 

hot on their tails! Harewood has increased from 19% to 

25% with a drop for Newby and Bramham. Readathon has 

had an impact on figures with students really getting       

involved in reading to raise money. Amazing,  keep up the 

good work. Well done Lotherton, you really are still awesome 

readers! 

21%

25%33%

21%

Bramham Harewood Lotherton Newby

The Case for Reading 20 Minutes a Day 
 

H ow much time spent reading do children need? The exact amount of time is hard to determine. There is no agreed 
upon standard of measurement because the amount changes across developmental stages.  The optimal amount of 
time spent reading is often measured in the following ways: 

 minutes of time spent reading 

 number of words read 

 pages read 

 books read 

Regardless of how the amount is measured, there is a strong relationship between volume and achievement. As you would   

expect, children whose reading skills are behind their peers read far less than the higher-achieving peers. The volume of daily 
reading is below an optimum level for many children. Neuroscientist Sally Shaywitz presents noteworthy statistics about the 
benefits of reading a minimum of 20 minutes/day in her book, Overcoming Dyslexia. Her case for why a child should read 20 
minutes a day is outlined in the table below: 
  
Student A Reads: 20 minutes/day 3600 minutes/school year. Exposed to: 1,800,000 words. 90th percentile 
Student B Reads: 5 minutes/day 900 minutes/school year. Exposed to: 282,000 words. 50th percentile 
Student C Reads:1 minute/day 180 minutes/school year. Exposed to: 8,000 words. 10th percentile 
The Cumulative Effect: 
By the end of Year 7, Student “A” reads the equivalent of 60 whole school days. Student “B” reads only 12 school days. It 
takes Student “C” a year to read as many words as what a good reader does in two days. Student “A” develops a wider read-
ing vocabulary that continues to expand and improves comprehension skills. Books offer almost three times as many interest-
ing or complicated words outside the general vocabulary of a Year 7 student, compared to even the most educated speakers. 
Simply relying on conversation to increase vocabulary falls short of what can be gained through reading. 
Contributed by Dr. Jan Kirkland, Literacy Specialist



Bramham House 
   House Leader - Mrs A Liversidge 

    Achievement Co-ordinator - Miss K Williamson 
    andrea.liversidge@sherburnhigh.co.uk 

Newby House 
   House Leader - Mrs J Smith 

    Achievement Co-ordinator - Miss K Williamson 
    jill.smith@sherburnhigh.co.uk 

W 
ell done to all Newby students who have received 
positive spring tracking, we have had some fantastic 
reports, keep up the good work.  

 
Attendance at our Year 8 and 9 parents Evening this term was 
brilliant, great to see you all. 
 

 Exciting times ahead for our Year 8 students choosing 

their options ready to start their GCSE’s next year. 

 Good luck to Year 11s taking mock exam at the moment 

in preparation for the real thing. 

 Well done to all Newby students who have received pos-

itive spring tracking, we have had some fantastic      
reports, keep up the good work.  

 
Congratulations to all Newby students who auditioned and   
performed in the ‘We Will Rock You’ production; even the snow 
days did not deter the students’ enthusiasm, you were amazing! 
 

 Jess Burke 

 Elle Hudson Fox 

 Ellie Knowles 

 
 
 
 

Still on 100% attendance - Byron Booker, Arthur Bray, Finn 
Brennan, Matthew Childs, Joe Crick, Kai Edwards, Cona Fisher, 
Olivia Goode, Ben Grayson, Lucy Green, Amy Hawes, Megan 
Haywood, Ryan Hill, Mia Hymes, Taylor Jeffries, Brandon Lovell, 
Emma Mitchell, Spencer Roberts, Isabel Spink, Samuel Sprakes, 
Josh  Thurrell, Hollie Walker, Chloe  Walters, Vinny  Ward, Amy  
Ward-Lawson, Fintan  Wheelhouse, Ellis  Wilmore; well done! 
Form Attendance Rates: 

 Newby 1  96.8 

 Newby 2  96.3 

 Newby 3 95.3 

 Newby 4 96.4 

 Newby 5 95.3 

 Newby 6 94.1 

 Newby 7 93.9 

 Newby 8 94.5 

 Newby 9 94.4 

F 
ollowing a much deserved break, students returned with 
a mindset ready for learning and were rewarded with two 
additional days at home to play in the snow.  

 
Year 11 students have recently taken mock GCSEs and are 
awaiting their results... come on, I see the light at the end of 
the tunnel, keep studying then you can rest for three months!   

 
9th February was Bramham’s charity day –   
raffle, pancakes, hotdogs, cakes and sweets. 
Huge thanks to staff, students and Dr Barker 
for an amazing cake. Some money is still to be 
collected but to press, we raised over £700 with 
more to follow.  
 
Mrs Liversidge is hoping to increase the   
money raised to over £1,000 by walking the 
Three Yorkshire Peaks at the end of April; 
only one occasion of tears so far when she 
attempted to reach the top of the piste at 
Inglebrough!   

 
We always enjoy visits from our ex-students and Bramham were 
pleased to see Luke Brack, who having completed his course at 
Newmarket, is currently working at a stables before returning to 
complete his jockey qualifications next year.   
 

It’s a quiet time of the year for extracurricular activities. As a 
house, we love recognising and rewarding our students’ 
achievements so please encourage your child to speak to their 
form tutor or Mrs Liversidge, or feel free to drop Mrs Liversidge 
an email to help us celebrate their success. If they are happy to 
share, we will publicise in the newsletter, tweet always and  
reward with a Friday 5 and Vivos.  
 
A huge well done to the 77 students in Bramham who have 
100% attendance this term, a fantastic start to the Spring Term.  

  
Top ten Vivos so far this academic year are as follows: 



Lotherton House 
House Leader - Miss E Wadsworth 

Achievement Co-ordinator - Miss K Williamson 
emma.wadsworth@sherburnhigh.co.uk 

Harewood House 
House Leader - Mrs L Geldard 

Achievement Co-ordinator - Miss K Williamson 
lorraine.geldard@sherburnhigh.co.uk 

 

J ust as we thought winter was nearly over, February and March 
end frozen, bitterly cold and with lots of snow. Most of us are 
ready for some warmer weather, springtime and sunshine!   

 
We are now coming to the end of the spring term with                  
approximately 11 weeks left for our Year 11 students to have      
everything ready for their GCSE exams. They are all working hard, 
putting in extra time towards achieving their grades.  
 
Celebrating success 
 
Keanu Bean – Plays for Castleford Tigers U16s and has been named 
in the academy training. 
 
Amy Jo Cobb & Victoria Lowe – Designed posters for e-safety 
week. Victoria came 1st, Amy Jo came joint 2nd and posters are on 
show in Sherburn Community Library. Fantastic!                               

                         
 

 

 

 

 
Ellie May Cameron, Bronte Straw, Emily Marston and  Morgan 
Straw have worked hard to show how talented they are and starred 
in our school production “WE WILL ROCK YOU”.   An amazing 
achievement. 

Jess Plummer and Libby Murphy joined a North Yorkshire Netball 
coach and had the opportunity to train with North Yorkshire netball 
team for one night. Well done girls. 
 
Oliver Summersgill and Fraser Kirkman-Bielby both play    
football for South Milford, they are so pleased that they have only 
lost 1 game and are doing really well.  Excellent team work! 
 
Students with 100% Attendance - A big WELL DONE  to Ellie 
Bissett Walton, Amy Jo Cobb, Brandon Harmer, Evan Healey, Evie 
Bolton, Timothy Collyer, Keely Naylor, Daniel Plummer, Victoria Lowe, 
Ashley Mason, James Nicholls, Thomas Bailey, Kelsey Daulat,      
Matthew Hull, Natasha Lynn, Emily Marston, Laurence Henderson, 
Fraser Kirkman-Bielby, Milly North, Kennedy Parkinson, Isabella   
Garton, Rohan Polhill, Faye Watson, Emma Beck, Rhys Ford, Lucie 
Harvey, Ellie Holmes, Hannah Stephenson. You continue to earn 10 
Vivos per week for 100% attendance. 
 
Vivos – Top three Vivo earners in Harewood are: 
 

 

Well Done Harewood, you continue to amaze me - still out in front at 

the moment! 

A 
s the year came to an end, we were extremely busy in the 
House of Lotherton with our Christmas  celebrations and 
the end of year assembly.  

 
A huge well done to Brandon Heneachon, Livia 
Lentner and Caitlin Cocking (photo attached) who 
won 3rd, 2nd and 1st place for the best   festive 
dressed. Congratulations must also go to Lother-
ton 5 who won the Christmas decoration Inter-
House competition. 
 
A special mention must go out to Ellie  Cunningham; Ellie     
recently won a silver medal in the 60m hurdles after having only 
learnt the discipline over an eight week period. Ellie who         
represents the City of York Team, took part in the North Yorkshire 
Indoor Open at Sheffield and came away victorious! Well done 
Ellie. 
 
Every term we look back on the successes and achievements of all 
forms and celebrate their standings within the House. Last term 
saw some movement in the tables.  
 
Top 5 forms for Vivos were L3, L7, L6, L1 and L8 with a combined 
total of over 27,900 Vivos collected so far. 
 
The top 5 forms for attendance were L8, L7, L9, L6, L2 and the 
following students still have 100% attendance, well done all of 
you! Billy Little, Holly Scriven, Henry Tuddenham, Isabella Boddy, 

Zara Eastwood, Lucie Thomas, Amelia Spencer, Georgia Young, 
Leoni Green, Dan Snowdon, Taylor Drysdale, Billie Lund, Sassy 
Johnson, Bethan Slater, Daniel Siron, Ashton Crawshaw and Kara 
Johnson.  
 
Last terms overall ‘Best Form’ went to Lotherton 6. 
 
Since our return to school in January we have made slow progress 
in earning Vivos and Harewood seem to be a mile ahead, but there 
is still time! The students below are helping to pave the way to 
success and are the top 10 Vivo earners in our House. 



We Will Rock You Spectacular! 
 

W 
hat a fantastic show! Students worked incredibly hard to prepare for the production of ‘We Will Rock You’ and although 
the snow postponed the original dates, the show still went on! With legendary music by the rock band Queen, the 
show was a crowd pleaser for all ages, including infamous songs such as ‘Another One Bites the Dust’, ‘We are the 

Champions’ and ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’.   
 
Set 300 years in the future, two teenagers Galileo (Ellie May Cameron) and Scaramouche (Eve Knowles) find themselves outcast 
by the other Gaga Kids for being different to the others. Planet Earth has been taken over by the evil Killer Queen (Bronte Straw) 
and her Globalsoft Corporation and the Gaga Kids are compelled to dress, act and behave all the same way. Musical instruments 
are forbidden and rock music is unknown. With Commander of Police Kashoggi (Aimee Palmer) hunting them down, Galileo and 
Scaramouche seek help from fellow bohemians Brit (Joe Pearson) and Meat (Grace Armytage) along the way. Together, the four 
rebels rock out on stage and challenge Killer Queen, they go in search of magic musical instruments and with help from Pop 
(Alfie Gill Webb) the wise old librarian, they bring rock music back to life!  
 

In a burst of colour, the chorus chanted ‘Radio Gaga’ down the aisle, their energy and enthusiasm was infectious throughout the 
performances and had the audience on their feet by the end of the night. Both Ellie May and Eve worked exceedingly hard to 
learn a number of vocally challenging songs such as ‘Somebody to Love’ and ‘I Want to Break Free’ which they performed     
beautifully, their performances were outstanding and demonstrated true strength in their characters, whilst Bronte Straw and 

Aimee Palmer created a terrifyingly comical relationship on stage and again amazed the audiences with their vocal talent. Being 
new to performing in school productions at Sherburn High School, Joe Pearson was totally committed to the production and did a 
fantastic job with his charismatically funny character Britney Spears and Grace Armytage had the audience in tears with her 
stunning rendition of ‘No One but You’. Leaving just enough spotlight to be stolen by Alfie Gill Webb’s fantastic costume and 
quick one liners as his character of Pop. Each and every single student who was part of the production gave 110% effort and 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The production was a fantastic success and testament to all the hard work that both students and staff have put into it. It was 
directed by Miss Dennis and Mr Hunt, who organised sound, lighting and projections throughout the performance and           
choreography was led by Miss Palmer and the talented Year 8 dancers. We would like to thank all staff and parents who helped 
to support and came to see the production! We hope you enjoyed it and if you missed out… keep your eyes peeled for next 
year!  
 
Miss Dennis 
Performing Arts Teacher 



Key Stage 4 Descent of the Ardeche, July 2018 
 

T 
hank you to all parents who attended the information evening for this year's trip to the Ardeche and for 

promptly  returning consent forms. Please can you make sure that all passports and EHICs are handed into 
school as soon as you are back from any holidays or when they have been delivered? A reminder also that 

students need to hand in their spending money (approx. €100) in a sealed envelope with their name and amount 

on so it can be stored safely. Medication will need to be handed in to staff on the day of departure. Follow the trip 
Twitter page: @SHSArdeche16 for up-to-date information. 

 

Key Stage 5 Descent of the Ardeche, July 2019 
 

T 
he 2019 trip for Post-16 students is now open on ParentPay. The trip is 

open to all students currently in Year 12 and all students in Year 11 

who stay on in the Sixth Form. More details can be found on the school 
website and on ParentPay. 

 
If you have any questions about either trip, please do not hesitate to contact 

me by email on ben.featherstone@sherburnhigh.co.uk 

 
Mr Featherstone 

Trip leader 

Year 7 Book Club 
 

N 
ew every Monday lunchtime in Room 32 at 12.30pm we will be 

having a Year 7 book club starting with the “The Jungle Book”. 

Students can bring a packed lunch with them, all welcome. 

Netball Tournament 
 

A 
 bus full of over thirty students from Years 7, 8 

and 9 set off to Queen Ethelburga's School near 

York, to participate in a netball tournament. It was 

an amazing experience for everyone and the girls were a 

credit to the school. They played with great flair and      

determination. The Year 8, A team had another brilliant win 

and we are all looking forward to our next games against 

Carlton next week. 

Sherburn Gala Queen 
 

C ongratulations to  Shannon Bell who has been selected as this year’s 
Gala Queen. Shannon will be assisted by four attendants from the 
Hungate and Athelstan Primary Schools.  

 
Mark the date on your calendar, it is on Saturday 19th May and let’s hope 
the sun shines for Shannon! 

mailto:ben.featherstone@sherburnhigh.co.uk


Science Rocks! 
 

O n Friday 16th March, the Science team took 132 students from Year 8, Year 9 and the Year 7 members of the Big Bang 
Club to the NEC arena in Birmingham to the Big Bang Fair. Students had a great time watching exciting demonstrations, 
deciding their potential STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) careers and participating in experiments 

and STEM activities. The students were great ambassadors for the school and have said how much they enjoyed the day.  
 
Examples of activities students engaged in were: 

 trying to sprint faster than Usain Bolt 

 building a laser orchestra 

 printing a 3D model of their face as a sweet 

 virtual reality experiences  

 learning about CPR, X-rays and microbiology 

 
and many more!  

 
Miss Maxted would like to thank Mr Hampton, Mrs Linskey, Mrs Chappell, Mr Hall, Miss Flook, Miss Wadsworth and Mrs Christie 
for all their help leading up to and on the day itself. A brilliant day was had by all! 

The Deep 
 

O n Tuesday 13th March, the GCSE Year 10 photography group visited The Deep, in Hull. This public aquarium near the 

Humber estuary opened in March 2002 and has since welcomed over six million visitors. On the exterior, this          
magnificent structure houses thousands of creatures from marine life to obscure land insects and amphibians.  

 
We took advantage of this visit to explore and develop our understandings of plastic pollutions 
devastating effects on aquatic species, as currently our topic is based upon environmental 
issues. Initially, after having an introduction by one of the staff members, we examined     
images and the science concept behind these manufactured compounds. Following on, we 
could then photograph the iridescent to obscure sea life, from the moon   jellyfish to the    
largest green sword fish, all of this enveloped in over 2,500,000 litres of water!  
 
Some of the main attractions were the nautical tunnel; this 180 degree perspective gave us 
the opportunity to photograph ocean life and its iridescent beams of light from intriguing    
angles. A favourite was the Gentoo penguins; these characterised flightless birds, conveyed 
an individual personality, captivating groups of visitors. On the way back, we paused at a 
Banksy piece, a renowned graffiti artist, well known for his political, poignant messages. 
Overall, this academic trip was a great way to consider the effects of pollution however, most 
importantly, observe some unique creatures! 
 
Report by Libby Chadwick 
Year 10 Photography student. 




