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November 2018 
 

Dear Parents 
 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme - Gold Award  

 
I am writing to offer the opportunity for committed participants to complete The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award at Gold 

Level at Tadcaster Grammar School over the next two years.  The expedition section will be completed with the 
assistance of an Approved Activity Provider (AAP). AAP’s have been certified by the DofE to deliver the expedition 

sections of the DofE awards and all personnel are qualified to the industry standards for leading expeditions in wild 
country.  General information about the award overall is attached but for fuller details please visit: www.DofE.org. 

 

The Gold Expedition Package consists of the following:  

 A 2/3-night practice expedition 

 A 3-night assessed expedition (4 days/3 nights of assessment, plus the night before in area unassessed) 

 Transport by minibus 

 Use of equipment as needed e.g. compasses, waterproofs, Trangia’s (cookers) 

 Provision of maps 

 Appropriate external supervision 

 A qualified DofE external assessment. 
 

Students will also be required to complete a minimum of 4 x 2 hour after school training sessions to complete 
expedition route planning and first aid requirements.  The dates for these sessions will be agreed with students. 

 

The cost for this package will be £450.  The registration fee is £50.  The Registration Fee includes £28 registration 
onto edofe and provision of student log books and is non-returnable once registration is complete.  The balance of 

£400 will be required in two equal instalments of £200; the first payable by 28 February 2019 and the second by 
31 May 2019.  To make paying easier and faster, all payments will be collected via ParentPay which can be accessed 

on the school website or you can visit www.parentpay.com.   If a student drops out of the award before finishing, 
then the appropriate fee minus any fixed costs will be refunded if the expedition(s) has not yet taken place. Student 

ParentPay accounts must be up to date to allow students to participate on the expeditions.  

 
Expedition Dates. 

 
Gold Practice Expedition   17 – 19 July 2019  

 

Gold Qualifying Expedition  11 – 15 September 2019 
 

Students will also have to complete four other sections for the award: Physical, Volunteering, Skill and a Residential. 
The residential section requires students to go away from home for several days; usually with new people.  The cost 

of the residential varies depending upon the choice of the individual but previously students have completed a wide 

variety of activities from language, painting, music or other academic courses, environmental and ecological work as 
well as visits abroad.   

 
  

http://www.dofe.org/
http://www.parentpay.com/


 

The assessment expedition will take place very early in the Autumn Term 2019.  This would allow students to talk 
about the award on their UCAS applications with more validity.  If you have any questions then please contact me via 

my school email address: d.sanderson@tgs.starmat.uk. If you would like your son/daughter to enrol in the scheme, 

please complete the reply slip below and return it with the attached enrolment form and consent and medical fitness 
form for Residential Visits.  The consent Form will be used to cover both expeditions.  I will confirm with you prior to 

the expeditions if any of the information has changed.    
 

It is hoped that many students will see the benefits of the award programme and commit to completing the Gold 

Level. If you would like your son/daughter to confirm their place on the award, please complete the slip below and 
return to student reception by Friday 30 November 2018. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr D Sanderson 

D of E Administrator 
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Gold Award Duke of Edinburgh – Enrolment 
 
Student’s Name: __________________________    Form: _____________ 
 
I wish my son/daughter to take part in the proposed Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award, details of 
which have been given to me.   
 
Parent Name: …………………………………Signed: ......................................Date: ………………………….. 

 
Parent email (for communication purposes only)  

___________________________________________ 

Checklist: 

⬜ Enrolment Form enclosed 

⬜ Consent and Medical Fitness Form for Residential Visits enclosed 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


