At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and educators with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online
safety with their children, should they feel itis needed. Please visit nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, ghints and tips for adults.
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q. ‘LOOt BOXES’ -‘3 Beware of Overspending \

Some video games offer “loot boxes” as a way to
purchase items. Similar to purchasing a pack of
football stickers, players don't know exactly what
they will get. They may get a common item that has
a low value in the game. Equally, they may geta
rare item that has a high value.

" Skin Betting &

“Skin betting” is when players use virtual items they
have earned or purchased in games (often titled
‘skins’ because they are cosmetic features) as
gambling currency. Players can use websites or
apps outside of the game itself, which are mostly
unregulated, to bet with “skins” on eSports compe-
tition outcomes. This becomes a legal issue when
the “skins” you win can be converted to cash.

It's important that parents work alongside their children
as they venture into the world of gaming. Together they
can build an understanding of how purchases work and
discuss which are really good value, and which are
over-priced. Like pocket money, it can be a good way to
teach children about virtual currency and online
purchases.

May Lead to Addiction

Together with your child, you can set-up spendmgthmits
to'stop accidental purchases. A good approachiis to use
the pocket money feature on consoles to allow them to
spend a small amount each month.

lllegal Behaviour

You can also avoid puttln% your credit card details in by
using pre-paid cards that work like book tokens. If you
do add credit cards, ensure you set up a password on
the account so that chlil:dre? cannot keep spending
reely.
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Report lllegal Gambling Sites

Our Expert

Andy Robertson

Andy Robertson is a freelance family
technology expert for the BBC. He runs the
Family Gamer TV Youlube channel and
contributes to a range of national media on
the topic of video-games and family.

Seek Support

www.nationalonlinesafety.com Twitter - @natonlinesafety Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 29.07.2020



